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I have received your letter/of October 5th,^ 
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with its enc^sure,; and certainly appreciate the interest wbic^^^^plg 



prompted you to advise me of your id^a concerning a means of '^0^M 
identifying stamps. Since investigations involving the thefts of 
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stamps are handled by the Postal Inspectors and not by the FBl;Sff 

you may wish to furnish your suggestion-io-The Honorable/%he| 

Postmaster General, Washington, D.;C. ^0260, for his consideration!^ 

"'■ VMA,LFn,Q ,fe . Sincerely yours, ^M .:■■ gj* ^^tf$Ml 

J, Edgar Hoover.- • ^ ■* -" ' - r *h K - $■%$&$$$ 

■'■■■■■"■; ' ^##ac.^$^ .*& 
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NOTEi'-Bufiies disclose two priomoutgoings to corresi 



irrent letter 
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._.., „ __„ , •Pos1WDffic^ : Departmeijt'ih} viewS 

I of the postscript appearing on his letter of 10-5-67. -X m0$k 
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) lO^JW AM 2-26-68 URGENT DAO 

[^director,.: FBI '\-;\ .,;,, -,-.;■ 



■jiFROM NEW ORLEANS 

. 5 :f ^ MELVIN M. BELLI; MISCELLANEOUS. 

V^ : ;.-': "-'■ ■" '■■■'".-';'■ 

.t,t-'" RE NO TEL CALL. . 

.8 ""''" '"" 
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iJ$* THE SATURDAY MORNING EDITION OF THE TIMES-PICAYUNE^i^^ 

;ireVSPAP.ER f kFEBRUARY#T.WE.!j™^ 



Mr. DeLoach .. 
XrZXohA:;.. .1? 

Mr/ Bishop*. 4 

Mr.£Ca8ptel__ j 
Mr. Callahan • , 4 
Mr: ConrVd.±_|; 

.Mr;'?: ' 

Mr* Gal 
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.^AN ARTICLE BY DON LEWIS BASED UPON LEWISTlNTERVIEW OF BELLIi3 

; 4 -:,-■ v ' - -v - -•■•■•-,y. .: -■ .;■■- ■ , v - ^g^ 



^ANTOINE'S RESTAURANT IN NEW ORLEANS. THE ARTICLE IS. 
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.^CAPTIONED, "FAMED LAWYER BLASTS HOOVER" WITH A- SUBCAPTION -^J^^^^ 

i9 "BELLI CALLS; FBI DIRECTOR 'FATUOUS OLD DICTATOR'". THAT #ft|S ^^i^^^pfc 



'**« 



,1 PORTION OF THE ARTICLE CONCERNING^BELLI'S ^STATEMENTS ABOUT" JHE^P^^lg;: 



>3 DIRECTOR IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: 

■ 5 ■■,■;. "SAN FRANCISCO ATTORNEY MELVIN M. BELLI FRIDAY NIGHT 
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CALLED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DIRECTOR J. EDGAR 

HOOVER f A FATUOUS OLD DICTATOR^iAND: CHARGED JHATHOOVERW^^M^^ 

'HAS SET UP A LITTLE STORM TROOP EMPIRE.'" . . sU^xm^Zm^ ; ^ 



^ "BELLI, THE MAN WHO DEFENDED JACK RUBY WHEN HE ; , rt .^^^^ 
WAS TRIED IN NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR:>FOR MURDERING LEE ^HARVEYjfi|i|^^i^ 
OSWALD, WAS INTERVIEWED AT ANTOINE'S.RESTAURANT, SEVEN ^MM^^^m% 

■■■'■■■■'.;■■■■ ■-■:;- : ■ y . ... ^-'f ; #«fe*#^il 

^if/ft 11 MAR 1 1968. . .: ; :^^;C^|i|S|M 



ONE THREE ST. LOUIS. 






J END PAGE ONE / .. r 

<■■■ ' < -\ •!•*&$ H~ 

8 57MAIT8-1968' — 

9 



» ALL INFOrMtION CONTAINED.SIIl 



f -:>■■ 
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PLAYBOY PANEL 

(continued frorn page 58) 
agreed mainly to disagree with the other 
panelists about not only the nature of. 
the mi&ons for «iiid the consequences of 
the current crisis in relations between the 
police and the public, but also what to 
do about it. He shares the conviction of 
many law-enforcement officials through- 
out the country that recent Supreme 
Court rulings in the civil-liberties field 
are handcuffing the police 111 their efforts 
to maintain law and order in the face 
of what FBI and metropolitan police 
figures indicate is a national crime wave 
of unprecedented dimensions. Neither lie- 
nor the other panelists, however, agree 
with those who feel that the police 
should be given carte*bJanche authority 
to 'stop and Irisk*' any citizen in the 
street to enter and search any home 
without a warrant, to use wire taps, hid- 
den microphones and cameras, peephole 
mii veillancc. lie detectors and other such 
constitutionally controversial devices in 
order to stein this alleged crime wave. 

Citing .such abuses as police brutal it v. 
illegal invasions of privacy and unethi- 
cal interrogation procedures, other pan- 
elists Ich (hat police power — far from 
l»eiiig inadequate to cope with crime, 
win eh they denied is on the upsurge 
—has ;ilread\ esucded its rightful au- 
thority, ami. in some cases, even the 
bounds of the Constitution, and must 
therefore be abridged rather than ex- 
panded. As a deterrent to such violations 
of individual rights, several members of 
the panel recommended the establish- 
ment of civilian review boards em 
powered to investigate complaints of 
improper lawmen loi cement practices ami 
to enforce appropriate disciplinary ac- 
(ion^Feelmg that such boards would 
sine o'niy'to further frustrate the police 
in the performance of their duty, Pro- 
fessor Inb.ui and Judge Lcighton thought 
that police departments should be al- 
lowed 10 police themselves via internal 
invesiigativc agencies. It was suggested. 
linall\. by Mr. iVmberion. Judge I.eigh- 
toit mid Dean l.ohman that the quality 
ol law enforcement must be improved 
b\ adopting training programs for police 
recruits that would include schooling 
not only in the best modern techniques 
of police work Inn in the scope of civil 
lihe rtie> and the limitations of their own 
authority. 

Though your assessments of the prob- 
lem, and the solutions you've suggested 
for it. have been widely divergent, we 
feel that the light and heat generated by 
this exchange has helped not only to 
confirm the complexity of the crisis but 
to clarify the issues involved — and to 




gives you pleasure 
and peace of mind 



Filter out tars, juices, nicotine with Medico's scien- 
tific 2%" disposable Filter with 66 baffles. Draw in 
clean, flavorful smoke — increase your smoking en- 
joyment. Medico is crafted only of selected imported 
briar. Nylon bits guaranteed bite-proof. Relax - 
smoke a Medico. 

For beautiful color catalog, write Medico, 18 t, S4th St., 
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stir her to romance 

PLAYBOY COCKTAILS FOR TWO SET 

Perfect mixer for a perfect evening. Emblazoned 

in 22k gold. 16*ounce glass mixer, stirrer and two cocktail glasses. 

Deluxe set includes walnut snack tray with knife 

and tile for cheese cutting. 

Cocktails for Two Set, $5 

Deluxe Set, MS 
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•THE SIXTY-Y EAR-TO) ATTORNEY SAID THE , ONLY RliSON -^ ^&i ; ^^m'M 
• vTHE FBI DIRECTOR HAS BEEN REAPPOINTED TO HIS POST IS . 




) ^BECAUSE 'HE HAS HAD, SO MUCH ON PRESIDENTS THAT THEY 
1 ?JdIDN'T HAVE THE GUTS TO KICK HIM OUT' • .,|, .'..;.;;. A^, • ::^7^i^^asa 
[3/;- "'THEY KNEW THAT IF HOOVER WERE REMOVED FROM OFFICE j : r ;^^M 
[ i HE WOULD COME BACK TO HAUNT THEM THROUGH SPEECHES .•AHD : ^4Jifc!#^2» 

; :l ■•'•••••. ' ■■■.- •.•••"f , v>v: • ■;^«M 

L^iBOOKS WITH EMBARRASSING CONTENTS, •<BELLI SAID. , .,,,«-,-,vv^ 

^Ijtlfe '"SOURED -LONG AGO -0;*, '"■ ■-■& ;'$>%' ■"■""5 '"'' ' ' 

^VICIOUS' AND SAID HE STARTED 'TO GO SOUR ON HIM LONG AGO 
^WHEN I SAW HOW AFRAID-FBI AGENTS WERE OF THEIR MASTER 

* 8 TIMES,' BELLI SAID/ .' THEY GO. WITH THE PARTY WHAT, BRUNG 
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'FBI AGENTS ON THE WITNESS STAND HAVE LIED MANY. 



•EM,' BELLI ADDED, 'AND THEY'RE NOT GOING TO TESTIFY 
AGAINST THEIR CHIEF,' 

"BELLI SAID HE IS ONE OF A NUMBER OF ATTORNEYS WHO 
HAVE HAD FBI AGENTS CHECKING INTO THEIR PAST," 
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!9 - : NEW ORLEANS INDICES CONTAINS NO IDENTIFIABLE RE^ R ENCK^|^^^|^i 
[J RE DON LEWIS, THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO CONSIDER WRITING .. 'J'£ %P" ; ^ 



END PAGE TWO 
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DON LEWIS AND SETTINTOIM STRAIGHT REGARDING THEIR VICIOUS 

CHARGES MADE BY BELLI AGAINST THE DIRECTOR-, 
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To 1 son . 



Memorandum 



Mr. Bisho 




DATt: 2/26/68 



MELVIN M. BELLI 
CRITICISM OF DIRECTOR 
AND FBI 

BACKGROUND: 




^^^^M^m INS 



Our New Orleans Office advised that the 2/24/68 issue of ' i 
the "Times-Picayune" newspaper in that City contains an article based on 
an interview of Melvin Belli by Don Lev/is. According to this article, Belli 
described the Director as "a fatuous old dictator" who "has set up a little 
storm troop empire. " Belli continued, according to this article, by 
' repeating a number of hackneyed and unsupported criticisms of the FBI. 



to-:! *** 



■* 



Our New Orleans Office suggested that the Bureau might 
consider writing Don Lewis and setting him straight concerning the vicious 
charges made by Belli against the Director^ „„ * '" ~ 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 



ia ■■:?■■' 
DATE 



Oi-' 



X.tt-%o 







2U£I£ 



Belli,aSan Francisco attorney, is considered one of the 
most notorious charlatans of the legal profession. He feeds on publicity 
and has provoked much controversy by his repeated attacks against the 
FBI as well as a number of other prominent national officials and institutions. 

'.-• '- :.'■;■ : : I 

His criticisms, as reported by the "Times-Picayune" are ' 
nothing but cheap, undocumented, slander against Mr. Hoover and the Bureau. 
There is nothing new in this most recent attack which is simply a restatement 
of wild allegations he has repeatedly made during the past several years to 
any newspaper, radio or television outlet that would give him an. audience 

W-J05 .jrc,* /df- 4 

It will be recaUed that Befti' served, for a time, as defense >■ 
attorney for Jack Ruby who shot and killed assassin Lee Har^ejf«^a(j&68 ! 
This was strictly a grandstand performance which produced little toward" 4 ' ^ 
the defense of his client. .. ;.;;d 

=■-.'■ :::5. ---■■■ ^-o .„ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ! T. ■"■"■■ '".'.'...Tip.w-vM _K&-'— -^ >rri 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: MELVINM. BELLI 




We have no information identifiable with Don Lewis. iHoweyeri 
we have enjoyed very favorable relations with the "Times-Pica ' ~ * 



OBSERVATIONS: 

Belli relishes controversy and his repeated accusations 
against the Director and the Bureau have received scant public attention. A 
For this reason, it isnotjjelieved desirable to approach the'Times- 
Picayune" in an effort to rebut his charges. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For information. 
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2-28-68 



.^V Alrtel 

.8:%;'..^ From: Director, FBI 
" ^^EXiYINM. BELLT 



-v> 



c V *& 



SAC, New Orleans 
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3 

•5 •■'* Reurtel 2-26-68, concerning interview of captioned 

»6 : • individual which appeared in the 2-24-68 issue of the "Times - ■=. 

-1 ■ Picayune" newspaper. - ?A;\ ^-^^%^ 

Belii's accusations against the FBI in referenced v : * "&^Aihm 
interview are similar to those he has repeatedly voiced to other" :^ ? 7 •# v'm 
news media in recent years. In view of Belii's penchant for con- ? : V!$M&MWk 
troversy, no useful purpose would be served by writing Don Lewis ><L--m* 

for the purpose of rebutting these unfounded charges. 

■ . **'* . ■ ' "... ■- . ■ .I 1 ."•".■ ■". '-■■■'■ ■•■"„ '1 ■"'.'■ 
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£) . Belli, Criticism of Director and FBI. " 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 






-■■■■ •• ■» ■ V ALL INFORMATION CONTAlNED^«;|%f# 
■ HEREIN IS UJ [CLASSIFIED ' "S^^ym 
:- DATE L.\l.*b pyffifr-^ '"- 




■■? ■>'■.** 






NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop memo of 2-26-68, captioned "Melvin M^4 v * 
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SUBJECT: MELVIN M.°BELLI . '""'" '.■ 

MISCELLANEOUS. ' -' /• ,/ \J&A 



i*-. 



- Re-* New Orleans teletype tp Bureau, ;2/26/68 

- Enclosed 'for 'the -Bureau »is "the original^andfones^^l'S^ 
.copy of an article which appeared in the Times-Picayune^/ '"M^^^i, 
Newspaper of New Orleans, dated February 24/' 1968, '.*' : pageVjL^|^|i^ 
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tt&tried Lawyer Blasts Hoover 



^Ii' Calls FBI Director 



:f 



atuous Old Dictator' 



- By DON LEWIS 
■J&n Francisco attorney Mel- 
; : :&M. Belli Friday night called 
fpfiral Bureau of Investigation 
uMctor J. Edgar Hoover "a fat- 
ids old dictator" and charged 
3# Hoover "has set up a little 
>ojm troop empire." 
>iklli, the man who defended 
}gc Ruby when he was tried 
• 59G4 for murdering Lee Har- 
5j6 Oswald, was interviewed at 
u'tpinc's Restaurant, 713 St. 

*.s. 

lie 60-year-old attorney said 



fo say he had the guts to tryRuty's tempestuous trial .-in 
and he had the right to try to " M - a "s"^ warrior with a big 
investigate the assassination." ' hcart ^d a great personality. 

Belli termed Garrison "a BeIli saW. however, that 
very good friend of mine" and Brown "never claimed to be a 
a terrific trial lawyer." .g rea * lawyer. He should never 



"Garrison is an honest man 



and I would be a character BcIn said - 



only reason the FBI director 
*sObecn reappointed to his post 
} because "he has had so much 
»2Presidents that they didn't 
j.xf the guts to kick him out." 
*"They know that if Hoover 
c& removed from office he 



have presided over the trial, 1 



witness for him anytime," he 
said. 

BACKS COMMISSION 

Belli said, however, that he 
still accepts the Warren Com- 
mission findings that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, acting alone, killed 
President John F. Kennedy. 

Til believe it until Garrison 
can prove to the contrary," he 
said. "I'm still receptive, but 
he hasn't convinced me," Belli 
said. 

Commenting on the continu- 
ing attempts of Clay L. Shaw's 



attorneys to get a change of 

venue for their client, Belli 

said: "I think New Orleans is 

like San Francisco—the people 

in the two cities are the most 
nfjld conic b2ck to haunt themj^ojer^nt in the world. 
; rgugh speeches and books with "If I were a defense lawyer, 1 : 
,'i§arrassing contents," Belli Belli said, "I wouldn't want to 
id. move the trial." 

*8 3 SOURED LONG AGO j FORMER CLIENT 

'.igrfli called Hoover "utterly* Referring to . his former court against Raymond tB&A-Arf- 

* completely vicious" and (client, Jack Ruby, Belli said : l "Perry Mason" fame, Belli 

>0 he started "to go sour on <<Hc w — '^ ^ ^ ^aid-Tm afraid I wouldn't do 

very well . — he's a client of 

to society, 

I think the 



Ruby received the death sen- 
tence in Judge Brown's court 
but the conviction was later re- 
versed. Judge Brown died Tues 
day following a heart attack 
Ruby died of cancer Jan. 3, 
1967. 

Belli, who has been conduct- 
ing a running feud with the 
American Bar Association, said: 
"The ABA doesn't like mc be- 
cause I don't belong to the 
establishment." 

"I'm a member of the ABA," 
Belli said, "and since they've 
tried to kick mc out, I wouldn't 
quit for the world." 

The California attorney has 
just returned to the United 
States from Vietnam after, wait- 
ing a series on military justice 
for a wire service and has writ- 
ten a new book, "The Law Re^ 
V0 lt » ALL J, i 

As to how he woul<Td£5I^ 
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1* long ago when I saw how ™ ™ a siatus seeto . . .-a - yei - we „ _ he > s 
; ; 2id FBI agents were of their climber who wanted to belong y 



iter. 1 



IfBl agents on the witness) ^J^"?^ 

Md have lied many times," gu l y ™* ?"> . „ 
^ J - The California attorney said 



said. "They go with tteL*» e ZTwkTT^'a^ 
;6y what brung 'em," Belli™ toId him that he dld ll 
jejed, "and they're not going to 



(killed Oswald) for Jackie and 
the .kids. This was Ruby's ra- 
tionalization for the act," Belli 
said. "This is absolutely not 
true." . 

Belli described Ruby as a 
"psychomotor epileptic" and 



4jfy against their chief." 

'iftlli said he is one of a num- 

■i9of attorneys who have had 

i>0 agents checking into their 

;$ 

llfrning to District Attorney 

rf Garrison's' proEeTof "the 

»3iedy assassination, B c 1 1 i K^ rtrMW ^ f ^k^ v^„j„ ,i 

i4: "I was close to Ruby and ?£TLt P T x * 

^vEc » nk hC (GOTiSpn) i "^n tnciigMscame on," 



mine." 

Belli leaves New Orleans at 
9 a. m. Saturday to attend a 
meeting of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers in 
Boca Raton, Fla. He was the 
first dean of the organization 
and one of the founders. 



(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.). 
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said "what turned him on" were '{•-. v 1 ^. > ^:;\ * i 

television strobe lights in ^f^^B^pf^"^\ J 






MH?£ : . 



•^wwf^. t ^ l( !,„„,., »i Bclli sa ' d > "they brought about.. ., 
'What he s got, I don't know, hi<! ,„:'„.. z nA n f, h „ cW l:>- ••,-.•. 

■Si said. "I'm waiting like the! q! w *$ and Ruby shot f« .; 

the world to see," he 0swa j d was shot and fataUy j$ 
, wounded Nov. 24, 1963. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. • " 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 



MR. TROTTER 
MR. JONES 
TELE. ROOM 
x MISS HOLMES 
MRS. METCAL 
MISS CANDY 
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I am enclosing a clipping f rom our paper. 

vnnr }!S* ■? ad ^irer of you and your dedication to 
your office for a very long time in your life I 
resent very much the remarks made here. 

This also went out over the Radio. 
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Mclvin Holli, flamboyant Cali. 
fonii:i lawyer _\vJi*> unsuccessful- \ 
ly defended Jack Ruby in a 
nmixlci' trial Jicix: four years/ 
ago, has expressed a tinge of> 
regret about all the unkind | 
things he's had to say about 
Dallas. 
Belli appeared on KRLD ra- < 
J dio's "Comment" program ■ 
I Wednesday. During the free- ' 
j wheeling, wide-ranging discus- 
, sion, Belli came close to apolo- 
- : gizing for scathing uaiias wnen 
the jury convicted Ruby and 
i sentenced him to death for kill- 
ing Lee Harvey Oswald. 




Belli 



of Hate 



o 



TJIE VEKDlCr was returned 
on Saturday, ar.d Belli thun- 
dered to newsmen that commu- 
nion wine should curdle in Dal- 
las .churche s the following 
morning. He termed Dallas a 
city of hate. 

. In front of the microphones, 
the gray-haired lawyer who 
gained fame in tort, rather man 
criminal, eases seemed much 
more mellow than he did four 
years ago 



• *V - 



"The city was trying to pro- , r ** i ~ : zi m "*_ "*■ "" »«■ «^v i^ u^u;, 
tect its image, and it was wrong ] He challenged the validity of 

admitted. He spoke of Dallas' *U 
'local patriotism" and said that \(\ ..5\ D . irCc . tor X Edsar H6 ° v,a 



^hon 11,0 lUm r0Jilfts (o 

lh <* siuwl in the siiccr^ruI-ZTl. 
'™pt on Kcmcdys life, Belli 
«J«1. Ihc court should grant a- 

change of venue so the trial will 
not be near the scene of the 

crime.Othenvisc,hesaid.m^ 
W,JI te a *mcully in finding. 

.^^vhodidnotsecorwhT: 
flo not have knowledge of the 
crime. | 

I- Mso taken under discussion '■ 
I was Monday's Supreme Court ; 

opinion prohibiting imposition of 

«« death penalty by a jury' 

from which persons opposed to 
■ capital Punishment have been 

excluded. 

**™^is (he end of capital 
punishment," Belli said. "With 
Jurors who won't vote for the 
death penalty, you won't have'- 
capital punishment." 

0* the high court itself, he' 
commented, % Suprene' 

Court i^niaJdng law that's more> . 
!i}_costc^t with the times. 1 ? --J 

OF INCREASING crime, he "Warren was a DA himself," 
insisted; ,4 We have more crime 
:causc we have more people 






rv, j 



■i.. ■. 
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was one factor which induced 
the Ruby jury to convict him. j 

He maintained Ruby never ! 
should have been iricd in Dallas ; ! 
and repeated previous claims 
that the juiy did not pay heed " 
to expert. medical testimony. 

STILL TALKING about the 
verdict, Belli told interviewee, : 
"Some Lhings*~\vent "on in the 
jury room that still haven't been 
divulged." He refused (o clabo^ 
rate, however, mysteriously 
hinting that he would reveal 
jury improprieties at a time of 
his own choosing. 

The -shooting of Sen. Robert 
Kennedy in Los Angeles appai*-' 
?nlly was the incident which 
prompted 'Belli to reconsider his 
nd 1C tmcnt of Dallas. He said 
California and all of. America I 
should feel shame ior the "shoot' 
ng. 

9: 



Get that bum out of there. He's 
bc?n in too long." ^j 



Belli said Supreme Court dc- 
cisions do not coddle criminals, 
^^A^^^^y-^^/^^v.^r,^^ said 



he noted of the chief justice.' w -* 
Even Vietnam came into the 
conversation. Belli mentioned 
that he recently toured part of 
Vietnam under Defense Depart- ' 
ment auspices and said the 
United States is involved in the 
war there because of "inepti- 
tude." 
"We just got sucked in," he 
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I have received your letter of June 6th, sh^mm % M 
and want 

v*',."- - .-'■ ■» _■ • 
j> ■ ■ - ■■ .■ 

clipping 

the interest and support you expressed and hope our <H ..'.'•%. ^Il^'i^!? 

activities will continue to merit your approval. 

■•■:*.:■ -^/v,; " '■ '; i-Sincerely yours 

: /?'-••.'..■ •.-.'■;'^ : v5-' J, Edgar" Hoov~ 
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TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROMr^v""" LEGAT, LONDON (p) 




SUB J EC] 
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Enclosed herein is a news clipping from the London 
"Daily Mirror", 6/19/6S. It will be noted that* this is a scur- 
rilous, unwarranted attack upon you which is deeply resented by 
and is offensive to all personnel of this office. 

^^^^^^_ b ~?C 

I recall thatJJ P/isited the United 

States a few years ago and you saw him at that time. Unfortu- 
nately, under our procedure, the file pertaining to this visit 
has been destroyed in accordance with existing Bureau insiruc— **-i 

___ p telephonically contacted me tM _^-^, ; 

morning, referred to the enclosed news item, expresses '^e- 11 
mendous indignation and said that he wanted to do a counter- 
attack article. He said in order to give his counterattack 
article impact, he would appreciate it very much, if possible, 
if he could see you. He plans to be in the U.S. the latter 
part of August or early part of September. He said he would 
furnish me his exact itinerary when known. 

*^^^^jy^connection with the preparation of r^c^anter- 
attackj Bstated he would appreciate if \± J'&fclii Jreau 
could sen^Tffl^ome information for study at this time. , 
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COUNTERING MELVIN M. BELLI'S 
CRITICISM OF DIRECTOR 

BACKGROUND: ~ ■ 




C) The Legat at London has forwarded a copy of an article by 
Melvin M. Belli which appeared in the 6-19-68 issue of the London "Daily 
Mirror." The article is typical of the scurrilous and offensive attacks whicl 
Belli has launched against Mr. Hoover over the years. Belli traces the ' j 
growth 6f the FBI and completely distorts the Director's 44-year administrate 
The thrust of Belli's article is that Mr. Hoover has been in power too long, 
and that because of it the FBI is a threat to "precious American freedoms.' 
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INFORMATION IN BUFILES CONCERNING BELI^i ff p? ^ , ii. 



1-2 A. 



Belli, a San Francisco attorney, is considered one of the most 
notorious charlatans of the legal profession. He is a professional publicity 
hound who provokes controversy to gain attention. In this pursuit, Belli has 
consistently slandered the Director as well as a number of other prominent 
national officials and institutions. / 6 f '-" ^ ? £*£>£"— 

The article by Belli appearing in the London^pSj^^fiSS^is 
simply a restatement of the wild and unfounded allegations ^ellTHas'aimed at 
the Director over the years through newspapers, radio and telev ision medjas. 

i\j • " " 1? ?■: 

'^nclosure /^-^ "£ -2£^S " ~~ : •—''.■ j _ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
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1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
uJJ-LMr£ ^jW* 11 - Enclosure 
\ JHCrjar (1Q) 
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• Belli, it will be recalled, served for a time as defense attorney 

/ for Jack Ruby, who shot and killed presidential assassin Lee Harvey Oswald. 

'• This grandstand performance of Belli's produced little def eis&fti his client : 

1 but a great amount of publicity. ' U U ////)/ " k 

Typical reference to Belli in Bufiles discloses that in 1941, he ... 
' sent greetings to the Soviet Union in. support of its Red Army; in 194 9, he " 
protested the convicti on of 1 1 American Communist leadei 
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RE COMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter enclosing a summary of FBI'accomplish- 
ments for the past 60 years, be sent to Legat, London. The enclosed infor- 
mation is all public source material, which has previously been furnished to 
certain friendly news sources. 
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';. NOTE: See Jones to Bishop memo, G-25-68 ( <^captioned '^ 

. Request to do Article Countering 'Melvin M/ Belli 's Criticism^^ir^ctoT^S 

No copy of enclosure for Legat is being maintained in file -since it'^Cs^f ;§l| 

jrepresenta public source, material which has previously been furnished^J Wjjt 1 
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LOS ANGELES (100-68303) 

o 

MELVIN BELLI 

SM - C Skcoien^ v\f>mt.fc~ CoM MU/ j,ff 




~*&>Z£$ 



Enclosed for the Bureau's ^ 
explanatory letter dated 10/7/68 ^om^^ t ^ mmmmmm ^ 
which transmitted to this office a newspaperTl^px hfe ■•■■ Ul BHl j 
article concerning the Director under the by-line of MELVIN ^ip— 
BELLI, which is also enclosed. i*i* '"■ 

Copies of the above are also enclosed for the 
information of the San Francisco Division. 

<P { |[ias been thanked by separate 

_ communication for his interest in bringing this matter to 
Ithe attention of this office 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
13^0 West 6th Street 
"Los Angeles, California 



Dear Sirs: 



• In reading a Soutn African newspaper which a friend ^-1* 
had sent me, I came across the enclosed article, and due ""■*: 
to its very derogatory nature, I thought perhaps you might 
be interested in it. 

I think it is regrettable that a man. such as Mr. Eelli, 
who professes "to be an advocate of the lav;, shows so little 
regard for the truth, and such a proclivity for untruths as 
is evidenced by this distorted and egregious piece of jour- 
nalistic trash. Likewise, I feel that an article such as 
this, which is outstanding only for its crass inuendos, and 
which would most likely remain unpublished by responsible 
persons in this country, should be fostered on the peoples 
of other countries who are not in a position to recognize 
its falsehoods. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 



1 : 



ill 



riss; 




geles, California 900*11 
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SAN FRANCISCO attorney Melvln Belli is one of the 
top trial lawyers in the United States. He defended 
Jac.k,Ruby during the early stages of Ruby's trial for 

:./■'..;"■ the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald. "• "} 
Liuiiniiiniiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiiiiiiittiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiiiiiitiiiffiiiiiiitiiiiii 
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"HE^arresiPanid return to- the" United States 



;-■ James Earl Ray, the F.B.I.V latest Public > 
? Enemy No. 1, offers Mr. J. Edgar Hoover the op- 
-' portunity for a memorable and long-overdue act 
*■ of public service. 

-* He should resign on this 
I" note of high triumph and 
4 depart. Such a chance may 
~ )Q not come his way again. 

MrrHoover has sat too long at 
fOthe head of an organisation 



. * which many ordinary citizens 

^nnd lawyers believe is a threat 

3 2 to the precious American free- 

. ^doms, unless it and its leader 

* -Ere carefully controlled. 

\ a A mystifying failure to.. 

* jEChieve (except about once a 

* 5 decade) anything that could 
■ justify the F.B.I.'s vsst cost and 
' i influence seems to be on?* of Wo 
\ j bureau's two n:ost consisivat 
t dtradltions. 

' j -.The other, cf course, is its 
: ^Institutionalised hero-worship of 
. rjthe director. 

* u ' Had "Robert Kennedy been 
; 1 elected President he would have 
, -dismissed Mr. Hoover. Senator 

* ^McCarthy, too. has pledged that 
;ihe would. Governor Rockefeller. 
. j. might 

14 But It Is doubtful whether two 
j c wily old Washington hands like" 

Humphrey and Nixon would be 
1 6«o rash. President Johnson, who 
1 7 claims to be one of Mr. Hoover's 

few close friends, *^6rsonalIy 

; 8 extended his career (and salary 

. q of £12,600 a year) past the 

^£wapulsory retirement age of 

1 . ' Prayers 

,2 T>KAYERS for Mr. Hoover*! 
1 3 JL * * retirement have, for a 

- generation, been offered 

** In low voices along the corridors 
,5<&f power. • * 

a %r Po pular. fare on the subject of 
•* Mr. Hoover is a masterfully 
. "; orchestrated stream of propa- 

„ ganda and statistics that has 

^Preserved almost without 



change -the portrait he painted 
of himself in the bad old days. 
His style is pure. Bonnie and 
Clyde, born in the: times when- 
his boys (G-men was the melo- 
dramatic tag) would stake out 
the "baddies" and wait for the 
boss to arrive, in his camel-hair 
coat and slouch hat, for the.. 
ritual slaughter. 

Had Ray, armed as he was. 
had the misfortune to be appre- ": 
hended in the,' United;.- States, ./.- 
there might have been one of 
those ghastly and scandalous 
scenes that are so much a part 
of the Hoover legend. He could 
have, been despatched in the 
kind of merciless slaughter that 
gave the F.B.I. John D'iiiinger 
as a patron saint. 

Dillinger, a bank robber of 
the 1930s (and not to any- 
one's certain knowledge a 
killer) was finally cornered 
after a series of hideout fias* . 
cos by Mr. Hoover's men and 
Informally executed In a Chi- 
cago street His/ death mask 
still greets caners :tp * the . 
' Director's office,! . >V*:. r 

Mandarin 

fTTHE ^DiliTnger story, inflated 
I out of all relation to 
A reality typifies the self- 
advertisement Mr. " Hoover has 
used to reach the pinnacle of 
power from which he now looks 
down; an unassailable mandarin . 
of civil service. 

However, he prefers to re- 
main in seclusion, knowing that 
the image is more powerful 
than the reality. Besides, there 
are too many wrinkles to show. 

Hoover was born on New 
Year's Day, 1895. He became 
head of the bureau in 1924. the 
year Lenin died. 




HAIR: Black — greying. 
HEIGHT: 6ft. ... 
WEIGHT: 1801b..;- ."' , 
AGE:. 73- -y;;^-i-' 



barrc 
J. broken nets? 
v* consaryati 



Since it was his obsessive 
belief then that he and his men 
were saving America from com* 
inunism — even as it is today, 
when the Communist Party of 
the United States is cemented 
together only by the subsidies 
of F.B.I, infiltrators — he prob- 
ably took Lenin's death as a 
suitable omen. 

The F.B.I, had been created 
16 years before. After Congress 
had specifically refused to au- 
thorise a special detective force 
for the Department of Justice, 
the Attorney-General of the 
time secretly created one while 
Congress was in recess. '* 

President Theodore Boosevelt 
persuaded the lawmakers to ac- 
cept this fait accompli, despite 
J)rotestations_ about secret pol- 
ce. The fmfci w]i$JTprv©rtr 
jobs that flidprjc3» T faut!rn^trie 



juob mat «^fwi» T wu f1 iu uic -'Af ^^vg; 



Of these "White Slav 
was the most glamorous. Its 
first chief embraced it as a 
suitable "menace** as fervent- : 
ly as Mr. Hoover later hound* 
ed communism.. 

During this period, the F.B.I, 
had a virtual licence to pry into 



private lives, and it stuffed. its 
files to overflowing. 

During tho First World War 
the worst fears of the bureau's 
opponents were realised when it 
led vigilanteraids on suspected 
draft dodgers.* Some 1 60,000 
Americans were dragged off the 
streets by armed men 'and de- 
tained without. a^shred^ of legai 
authority.- - !i.* * N-„.- : .[ : ■',.-.£ 

.-*■'** Not until 1919 was Hoover 
associated with the Bureau of 
Investigation. He became»:*at 
.. the impressively early ageof 
.24, head of the General Intel* 
llgence Division otthe Justice 
Department; '■-* ""■')■,-. '■ , £}$L 
Only two years earlier he'nad 
Joined the department, as V » 
£504-a-year clerk with a brand- 
new law degree, * This was* a 

-" ■ nking ^public, serv- 
iss 1 - 'g^ifmrWrrnylfgnlrnl 



Washingtonians. 

There were two children old- 
er than John Edgar, all devqut 
Presbyterians and dutiful schol- 
ars. Master Hoover : himself 
taught at Sunday school, some- 
times proudly attired 'in the 





1-8 : >v 
§ng:- 
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DESCRIPTION: Full, florid 
face; barrel-chested;,-; ..;'■". 
broken nose; dresses '■-- 
conservatively;* wears 
eyeglasses for reading. 



'.Sate lives, and it stuffed its 
»'}$ to overflowing, 
during the First V/orld War . 
'Pwcrst fears of the bureau's 
Bpnents were realised when it 
.Pvigilante raids on suspected 
#t dodge rs. Some 60.000 
•usrlcans were dragged off the 
'Wets by armed men and de- 
j&ed without a shred of legal 
iQiority. 

' *Not until 1919 was Iloovcr 
Dissociated with the Bureau of 
Investigation. He became, at 
the Impressively early age of 
S, head of the General Intel- 
ligence Division of the Justice 
Department. w ^_ „„. „ _ 

3sly two vears earlier he> had . -' 1 ** eral Intelligence Division 
iga the y department as a X * as to or S ani ? c a wave of 
*War clerk with a b?fnd* »"« ** deportations _amon f 



private detective agency -j^ 
less than savoury reputation. 

There followed a shameful 
period in which the F.B.L accu- 
mulated a grubby record of 
strike-breaking, .frame-ups and 
corruption. Political hacks ex- 
changed favours with it Agents 
searched the private offices of 
Congressmen and breached 
their mail/ *- : * 

v Mrl Hoover — an honest 
l - man and a true professional 
whatever his failings—' 
recorded that he contemplat- 
ed resignation. But he held 
on* and, at the same time, 
mounted a shattering attack 
. on the Ku Klux Klan, which 
, was then becoming a national 
menace. " ■ 

This was a truly praiseworthy* 
accomplishment, but it is some- 
thing he has never jequaUed^£. 
> r Young : Hoover's ,lenacitrTwaa v 
rewarded when, in 1924, (Attor- 
ney-General Harlan Fiske Stone, 
determined to reform the bur- 
eau, made Hoover its chief, wi^h 
orders to clean house and; a 
pledge that he would never be 
subject to political control. 1 .;. * 

The F.B.L under Hoover pre- 
ferred .to concentrate oh £ory, 
headline-grabbing gun battles 
with gangsters of the depression 
years, who could just as easily 
have been dealt. with by local 
police. v VV 

Indeed, the local police usual- 
ly did all the leg work, then 
were forced to watch the G-men. 
walk ofFwith the credit" Even 
Dillinger was turned in to the 
Chicago police by an informant 



lil: 



uniform of his high school cadet 

corps. The distinctive broken 

nose was gained in a church ..g ^ menace 

baseball game. 

His father died In 1922, and 
until his mother followed in 
1938, John Edgar lived at home. 
Even now he lives in a small 
Washington suburban house, 
alone save for a housekeeper. 
; Apart from an occasional day at 
the races, his main recreation is 
gardening; -. /■'; <,/-. • 



had no illusions about whet* 
Mr. Hoover's sympathies lay; 
nor those of the many fell. 
Southerners.:amonfV] 
agents, >^ : m.^ n \ 

This year the director^nas 
already given Congress its An- 
nual fright, warming that. com- 
munists infest the Black Power 
movement and the anti^war^ pro- 
test groups. vv v i^%t^^ 
. Congress, as always, voted* his 
budget without demur. - It ^was 
more than R145-million*with 
which to • maintain ■ 16,251 vper- 
sonneL T ^^r^ : ^A. 

^ qqw revolt Jj| ; 

f A MERICA is currenUy^on-* 
J\j dergoing a law revolt 
*■ The Supreme Court, 1 Un-.a' 
series of ' enlightened decisions, 
has limited the powers : £f< 

of suspects 1 t6\bragptn#£ra£ 
in all of the-United- States 
line with those basic guarani 
that have always i. existed 
British law. ■*rt?J&*$fr?£i& 

Capital punishmenVL^ 
abandoned by the rest ^oftthe 
civilised world, is' also 'being 
edged out . A ; virtual morato- 
rium exists on the. spectacle of 
the public abattoir.-^ x 7>c^pf V 

Mr. Hoover has spoken j out 

against these. important, fero- 

* gressive steps. In the rapidly- 

' * changing, humanitarian *- i Six- 

ties be remains a lowering, 

implacable figure" "' of 'the 

hearUess/JldxUes-- ~ 

'■' Not the least* of his 'shortcom- 

Iings is the confonnity.and.hu 
mourless moulding imposed 
upon the idealistic young lav/ 
* yers who become F.B.L agents. 



Unsa voury - n \?l7- 

rnHE first task of the Gen- 



law degree. This was a 

I for someone 

Jd. His father 

inking pyhlic serv- 

- -*-■--- f a 

shingtonians. ^^^^^ 
there were two children old- 
*4han John Edgar, all devout 
.*|sbytenans and dutiful schol- 
fc Master * Hoover himself 
ught at Sunday school, some- 
-rtes proud ly attired in the 

^ • ■ _ 
,— .. 



aliens in the panic that gripped 
'America after the Bolshevik 
Revolution. 

Hoover directed these with 
real and a staggering lack of 
concern for fundamental rights 
or legal niceties. 

The experience commended 
him to President Warren Hard- 
ing, and. then only 26, he was 
appointed Deputy Chief of the 
F.B.L This was led by Warren's 
crony, Williari Burns, head o_f a 



rthe wartime and post- 
war years, when the "Red 
menace" was the enemy, 
the F.B.I, did more to intimi- 
date genuine liberals than could 
ever be balanced by the capture 
of a few spies. 

The two areas in which a 
national police force could have 
been most effective remained 
virgin .territory: rackets and 
rule by the. mob. They still 
flourish, although the names of 
every top mobster, his property 
and organisation, are common 
knowledge. 
r The ,law is adequate. Why 
: Hoover* has never considered 
organised crime a proper target 
is mystifying. „ 

Until very recently, prosecu- 
tions under Civil Rights legisla- 
tion have been token. Mr. Hoo- 
ver never saw fit to exert the 
formidable machinery of the 
F.BJ. on behalf of deprived 
citizens.. _ 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
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'aW^Z paper, article BELLI makes reference to the Directorf^^^^i^ 




„ L,..J I -. __ -K=S»™^^^^^^^^^^ 



\ 

I :. 

J ! 



liO-- •. • 




Jiv-;- . 




: ! 2 ■■ 




S3 . • 




i!4 '••• 




^ :• . 


"■ \ 


:]6 :• : 




\~* - 




*• 


, ■■■ t 


18 . 




'9-.* ■.-■: 


'«.. . ._. ..' - 


iO 


1 


h*Kh<^- 


;-■ \ '■ '■ \' 


*2 "' 


J 


23 




24 


': 


25 




26 


; " ■ 


27 




>8 


■ '','• 


29 •._ 


• \ 


50 


\- , 


U 


■" 


n • 




>2 




34 




2 5 




36 




> "» 




j 




5 8 .— 




*9 




:o 




a 




J ,2 




3 ■ 




u 


r = 


*5 


I 


♦ 6 




*j 7 




18 




*.9 


V* -i -* 


30 


:i;Ii (■<* 


-!i 


(!(A'«'ri.' 


" J , 2 


■•■- 


i?3 : 




5.4 . 




55 




56 




*«r 




& 





• 



(Mount Clipping in Spaco Below) ' 



■^^#^$#11^^ 






7 f : 



i **\*H*n'::<!". ill:'. \ M\W»»«;:;I \. \ A \» !...- *. = *• ■ ■ »*". 

'; in Ii;- i'fjil Ci!v 1o ;i<iiiiv.-\-; !":'<•..■ ini:---:.f- i< ■! •.»*:■*. 
;.■:>-. iris"s|Wch was- s|-.i;>r«M'y ;»io >-::uK::U 
.r:;t Association, headed l*y Jim Paw. ; 



HEREIN ,ib .c- - -• -- SfJ j; 



• 



v'l , ' ■* V; 



(Indicate page, name of a r 1 J^v 
newspaper, city and state J) ■; " 

Page IB \" 

The Mobile Re gist e 

Mobile,.- Alabama*:.:.; 






X .;■ ■;*' ^ . 












■■>■; 













Date -10/22/68. # ^ -j 

Edition: Final A 

Author: Fryev Gal Hard "f 



i 



iul.mititii«i.*">tunw: Mo\>*.l*l0 ■ 







.2 

13 - 

14 ' 

:s 

• "■ ■ » 

k 

18- 
«9a, 
20 
21 
22 . 

2 3 '■*■ 

24 , 

25 •-■ 
26 
27 

2-8 '...- 
29 
30-'. 

?i 

22 
33 . 

34 

3 5..- 
36 

3 8 
"9 
40 : 
U 
42 

:3 

4 4' 
4 5 
46- 
47 

48 

49 

=>0 

"I 

52 

53 

54 - 

55 

56 

r »7 

53 



r 






' - - , •'-'• "■'"../rv v '-* r 



.;' I N^ied Triallawyer In Mobile For College Address .; 






■tk.' 



»4 







MMerwise. 



■ t 

77 



.;.) 



* -By I'-iiYSst^niV-Ani* 
Register Stnffl!*t*;tcr . 

Mcivin Belli is not a shy man. 

The famed trial lawyer has 
definite views on a wide variety 
of suhjcCiS, and he doesn't 
care who knows what they arc. 

]•-■(;:" example, there is r.n ain- 
hi;.Miii,v in his J::elin;-s about Rc- 
;-.:ih!iean presidcnl.ial t;jnciki;it*i 
Richard Nixon. He can't stand 
him-. '■There is no such thins , 
as (he new Nixon," Belli told 
il-.c Press Register Ivlcncay. <; It 
is just a case of Trickier Dick." 

"To know Nixon is to 'distrust 



"him,". Belli continued. "Those-- 
who know him distrust, him 
mnst of all." " 

Third. party presidential can- 
didate George C. Wallace is 
also on .Bclli's blacklist, al- 
though the lawyer regards him. 
more highly than Nixon. 

'Td rather have Wallace than 
Nison (a.s president)," Belli as- 
sorted. "At • Icasl wc know 
where he stands. Wc know he is 
no. good,' and we know how to 
■ handle him." 

The internationally known at- 
torney said Vice President 




^Hubert Humphrey 

. for president. But 
Humphrey should 

• loose from President " Johnson's | 

■ "umbilical cord." 

"Johnson's* presidency has." -,v 
been a horrible experience for ;.■■ 

" the country," Belli elaborated. ■ .*..':■ 
"There will never be another . 
Southern president any lime 
soon because ' people will 
remember LBJ came from the ° .- -.: 
South." ■.; ■'"■ f ■■:, 

GREATEST THREAT \ " 

Belli said he views organized." : \ c_ 






,,i.nn as li.c Rreatel threat to-ir- ■?**»* have a front and aba«ic 



I-"" 



ike 



in America. "Hypocrities 
J. Kdi'ar Hoover h;iv<; at- 



leinplcd to dupe the American 
people with catch phrases about 
crime in the streets," Bolli 
maintained. "Hoover knows Uni 
••stent of ortfan'r/.od crime and 
wiiii the. haulers are, and yet he 
won't crack down." 

The allorncy charged Hint 
Hoover has criticized the U.S. 
.Supreme Court because "lie 
' y wants to use the lash" on*peo- 
pie accused of crimes. .. * 
L "He doesn't realize . that 



"He 



door," Belli added. "People are ;■ 
.supposed to go out as well as -. 
come in.' 1 , ■. ;■■; 

Belli views recent U.S. Su-..- . .■ - . ; ; 
prcme Court decisions concern- .. : .-;';, 
■ins arrest and evidence as post- - ■ : - .. 
live steps toward the rule of \ 
law in the United F.lateV.. t •."■ ; 

lie .said lie oeli'-ves 1hft deci- . ► 

.sious liave civaled "The Lav/ ■ 
Kevoiuliou" (the title of his ' 

next- book) which makes this 
"the age of the trial lawyer." 

(Page 8, CoL s/ BELLI) . r 
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Belli/ 



"The position of Ihe trial law-' 
ycr is this— he is more -impor- 
tant than doctors, priests of the, 
president." Belli asserted: "He". 
safeguards liberties and free-'. 
dom." " ' 

i "U doesn't matter . vrno is 
iclccted president," he added. 
> 'Whoever it is will not be abie 
•;to undermine America's legal 
institutions. We lawyers will not 
let them." •■' ■ *•■*■" 

Belli was .■ scornful - of 
^statements by Wallace that he 
would alter directions of rulings 
'by the Supreme Court. "Wal-. 
lace know? he can't curb jthe 
power of the court. He's ': an 
intelligent man. He knows jthe 
principal of judical review goes 
all the way back to Marbury-vs. 
Madison (a landmark court rul- 
ing handed down when John 
Marshall was chief justice early 
in i he IH'.h century.)" 

The attorney explained" that 
he. fell "crime in U'.c streets"! 
will cense to become a serious; 
problem. 

He. said he views it primarily", 
ns a mnnifcslion of "anger on. 
the part of the black man." 
"Really it goes back to the 
■. rivil ■ War " Belli continued. 
•jWo arc finally coming to a 
ilationa! shakedown after the 
vi-ar, hut wo arc coming through'/ 
■ it beautifully." . 
. Belli has offices in Saii Fran- 
cisco, Tokyo, Rome and Frank- 
furt, Germany. One of his part-; 
. nets in the Frankfurt firm is; 
another famed American lawr. 
.ycr. F. Lcc Bailey. 
! Belli has represented such, 
'figures as Jerry Knhin' ( leader 
: nf Ihe Yippios), Raymond Hun* ; 
* ( |ci(wisi(in\ Perry Ma*<ini, 
■J.ick Kttby (arriisrrt slayer of 
! l f e<*'flarvry Oswald) and oUUn*, 
1 well-known personalities. i 

He said he views Kuhin »ao 
•j"an cbullicat young rebel 1 !, who 
! acts on his own "with no direc- 
: tion from* any foreign power." 

Burr, according to Belli, nas 
■ absorbed a great deal of legal 
knowledge through his role" as 
attorney Perry. Mason. 

Belli himself hopes to absorb 
a little acting ability from" some 
of his clients. He says he will. 
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Mr. Darby: 







\? : 1*V 



Mr. Belli, the nation became quite aware of r you ; "M 
during your defense in the Jack Ruby situation. 
Today, in this election year, law and order has become a ; 
major issue. Mo3t of the people think it has gotten com- 
pletely out of hand. As a defense attorney, how haye the ^ 
new Supreme Court rulings. affected you, .sir?. ■;:■;• .r.:>: ? r.,'.; ' ^$^M^ 

Mr. Belli: Well, they haven't affected me as much^as they/spjpl; 
•" ' have affected everybody who has ever wanted '^^pjr* 
protection for the man on the street, we are not coddling ^fggi 
criminals, we are protecting . the accused. The thing that 
bothers me is the hypocrisy — worrying about all this crime 
in the streets, so called, when all the big boys, all the 
gangsters, all the Mafia, all the rest of them — there is 
nothing being done about them at all. And we know who they., 
are — Edgar Hoover know3 who they are — and if he'd stop s^; 
talking about the little fellow in the streets and applying! 
the law so heavily and go after some of the Mafia and the ■ ; 
black hand boys I think he'd do a hell of a lot more for the. 
good of this country than all these bleatings about the 
iSupreme Court. I think he's one of the most unpatriotic 
(individuals in America today with. Hs criticism of the United 
!states Supreme Court at snide commencement day addresses. 
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Mr. Darby: 



Mr. Belli: 



If you had the opportunity to make one predic- . 
tion regarding law and order, what would you . 
say? "';"". - : 

I'd say the Supreme Court's going along the way 
it is regardless of who is the President. I "■-■ 



*& 



would think that our country would go along the way it is 
regardless of who is the President because the most important 
man in the country today is not the President of the United 
States, he's the trial lawyer and I think that your future 
depends upon the trial lawyer to protect your rights. I 
don't care whether your Governor is going to be President, 
or whether Mr. Nixon, whom I don't like, is President, or 
Mr. Humphrey. Regardless of who he is going to be, the per- 
petuation of our institutions is in the hands of the trial • 
lawyer and he's a damnably important individual in this 
country . 



<&: 



Mr. Darby; Thank you very much, sir. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 



Bellf And Hoover 

The Editor, 

Dear Sir: Although.* reporter 
described Mr. Melvin- Belli, ; re- 
cent guest speaker .to Spring 
HiU College here, as a "famed 
trial lawyer," one feels inclined 
to question the man's wisdom 
and his "knowledge of his gov- 
ernment's 'department of law 
and order, by reason of his 
public statements concerning 
our chief of the FBI. 

When this reportedly famous. 
wizard on the finer points of the 
law, intimates that J. Edgar 
Hoover is a hypocrite and is 
delinquent in his duties concern- 
ing the problem of rising crime 
in our nation, he evidently is 
woefully lacking in knowledge 
as to what the assignment of 
the Federal Bureau of 'Investi- 
gation really is, . 

By orders of 'our federal gov- 
ernment, it is Mr. Hoover's job 
to get the facts in cases coming 
under federal jurisdiction, and 
to locate the culprits; after 
which he is equally duty-bound 
to turn his findings over to the 
Department of Justice, Thus, 
Mr. Hoover's job is primarily 
one of investigation and of the 
apprehension of the offenders; 
and his record in this line of 
duty is magnificent' and above 
reproach. 

Should Mr. Hoover undertake 
to prosecute the case or to in- 
sist on seeing to it that proper 
punishment is administered, he 
would indeed be overstepping 
his bounds. 

Therefore, in view of this 
state of affairs, it is not only 
unjust but also indicative of ex* 
tremely poor judgment in midst 
of the present crisis in our land 
for this Mr, Belli to criticize our I 
wonderful chief of the FBI. . j 
MRS. H. wyGlLL 
10 Houston'Sir"* I 
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Editor 

ilobile Pr©3s Register 

Mobile, Alabar.ia 3^602 

Dear Sir: 
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Mas Gai 



Icjr 



Mr. 

M*; 

Mr., 

Mi 

hf { 

Mr. 

Mr. Co*a 
Mr. Felt }- 
Mr. Gal< L 
Mr. Ros< i 
<Mr.: Sull h 
Mr. Tav I 
M \ Trol c ! 

Although, a press reporter has describod 14» # Kelvin BelU ^ 83 Hoifn.* 
.recent guest speaker to Spring Ilill College here, as a w rame« 
tx»ial lawyer", one feels inclined to question the man's wisdc 
and Iii3 knowledge of his governments department of law and 
order, by reason of his public stafceinents concerning "-oiir Chiefs 
of the FBI, ■ ■ .. ■ : y-Z : -i<WMM 

■.=.-. * :~ ■%: ■. \ T-^r-Jgi 
■ ■ ■ -: ■■:■ -■'■'■*;■. '?.; 

When this reportedly famous wizard on the finer points- of ^ 
th;; lav/, intimates that J* 3dgar Hoover is a hypocrite and is " 
delinguent in his duties concerning the problem of rising crime 
in our no.'; ion, ho evidently is woefully lacking in knowledge as 
to what the assignment of the Pedoral Bureau -of Investigation . 
roidly is, * . . " 

ISy orders ox our Federal Government, it is Mr» Hoover T s : ' 
job to got the facts in cases coming undor Federal jurisdic- 4 
tion, and to locate the culprits; after" which he is equally -* " 
duly bound to turn his findings over to the Department of Jus- 
tice. Thus, I-lr# Hoover 1 s job is. primarily one of investiga- 
tion arid of the 'apprehension of the offenders: end his record 
in oiiio 15.no oj? duty is -la^nii'icent and a^ove reproach. 



Should i'i>« : .Ioover undertake to prosecute 
insist on seeing to it that proper punishment 
he would indeed be over-stepping liis bounds. 



trie case or to 
ie administered, 




Therefore, in view of this st::to of: affairs, it is not '-"■'".'-■.' 
only unjust ai\(L un-patriotie, but it is also indicative of ex—:. 
tr;;.*icly poor judgement, in midst of the present crisis in bur 
laud, Cot olds Ji» # l^olli fco criticize o\ir wonderful Chief of 
the T3I # Such mouthings are bound to bring comfort to the com- 
resists, the dupes, dopes and their fellow travellers in our 
nation. 

(If our "famed trial lawyer" is really concerned about 
crime in America, lot us suggest that lie aim I:is criticisms at 
the real basis of our problem - a Supreme Court and a XJ»3# ; 
Attorney Genoral "who consistently decide in favor of the enemy. 

..-^y* Patriotically yours 



: I 
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co: I Jr. H, Udfpi* Hoover 

Kva. !i. w. Gill 

10 llounton fitreot 

Itobllo, Alabana ^6606 AT.T. T Prp"v 
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™. — > LAWYER HERE-World-famous. trial lawyer Mel- : 
w Belli jexpounds "his viewpoint. on- a wide variety of* 
fjQjects In a Press Register interview in Mobile Monday. 
<ejjU was in the Port City to address the students of Spring 
ujl Cpllege. His speech was sponsored by the Student 
Jjjesaaaent Association, headed by Jim Page 
•> 3 £ &** '■■'■ ** • • ' _ ~_ 



v By FRYE GAILLARD^;^ 
Register Staff Reporter '*'■■; :*$ 

Melvin Belli is not a shy man. X 

■^ : The famed trial lawyer has 

■y !'::; : definite views on a wide variety v£ 

■ ->. of subjects, and he doesn't 

-■'■ - care who knows' what- they are. .>.]• 

.■".'"■"" For example, there is no am-^;-: 

■"■ biguity in his feelings about Re-.';'- 

■' y : ^ . publican presidential candidate ;.. 

V.: * Richard Nixon. He can't standi 

-~- • him. "Thefe is no such thing .-p 

■i )?£ as 'the new Nixon," Belli told'- 

*;..■': ..the Press Register Monday. "It / 

av:is just a case of Trickier Dick.'Vv 

■= ; v --->xv«Xa know Nixon is to distrust 'l 



Kpiim^ '^Belli^c6"htoiue» n ,,, —..^ 

; Jt\ who ' kno wl him&' distr^tShim 
i? most of i allJ'^^p|^^^ 

^ Third party presidehtialS3fr 

didate Gsorge; C. ~ Wallacifil* 

also ■'■ on ^BellT^- blacklist^^ 

.:, though the'lawyer regaids**"^ 1 

.'j* more highlyjtban' :Nua>nj|f 5 

; : r "I'd^rather?have- Wallace' 1 

Nixon (as president)/! I 

:r; ; serted/^AS least Vwd 

;l£. where : he stands.- .We knd 




'" The uteniatipnaUy^known 
torney|^said^pice#Pr^ 
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H ubert .Hum phrey is his choicef^ crimp' as the greatest threat to \f 



for president But he said 
Humphrey -should cut himself 
. loose from President Johnson's 
"umbilical cord." **" 

v "Johnson's presidency Inis 
been a horrible experience for 
the country," Belli elaborated. 
"There will never' be another 
Southern president any time ^ 
soon becausje people will: 
remember LBJ came .from the : 
South." - ;* /.■ 

. GREATEST THREAT ' \ 
Belli said he views organized 



law in America. "Hypocrities 
like J.* Edgar Hoover have, at- 
tempted to dupe the American 
people with catch phrases about 
crime in the streets," Belli :i 
maintained. "Hoover knows the : 
extent of organized crime and'* 
who the leaders are/ and J>et he ; 
won't crack down."- - y ■■> 

/The attorney charged . that 
Hoover has criticized the U.S. 
Supreme Court because *"he 
wants to use the lash" on peo- 
ple accused of crimes. 

"He doesn't realize that 



;* ■■:■ 

■'■■:■ ■?■ 



prisons have, a front ani 
door," Belli added^Pepple' 
supposed to v go,<out£as%e" 
come hi/* '■' * ^^W^ 

Belli, views recent ^.S.Tsiuh 
preme Court decisions^concenw 
ing arrest and evidence as posi^ 
tive steps toward .the Vnilejo 
law in the United States.%^^ 

He said he believes the: deci-' 
sions have created "The Lav; 
Revolution"; (the title of >'his? 
next book) which makes ^this^e 
"the age of the trial lawyer /^Jsp 

(Page 8, Col. .5,;BEL~^^ 
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"The position of the trial law- 
yer is this— he is more impor- 
tant than doctors, priests or the* 
president,": Belli asserted. "He 
safeguards liberties and .. free- 
dom." . *T 

"It doesn't matter who is 
elected president," he added. 
"Whoever it is will not be able 
to undermine America's legal 
institutions. We lawyers willnot 
let them." ■ *, - , 

Belli was , scornful of 
statements by Wallace that he 
would alter directions of rulings 
by the Supreme Court. "Wal- 
lace knows he can't curb the 
power of the court. He's an 
intelligent-man. He knows the 
principal of judical review goes 
all the way back to Marbury vs. 
Madison (a landmark court rul- 
ing handed down when John ( 
Marshall was chief justice early j 
in the 19th century.) vl 

. The attorney explained that i 
he felt "crime in the streets":; 
will cease. to* become, a serious 
problem. 

He said he views it primarily. 
as a manifestion of "anger on 
the part of the black man." . 

"Really it goes back to the- 
Civil War," Belli continued.? 
'•We are finally coming to a' 
national shakedown after the 
war, but we are coming through \ 
it beautifully." \ 

Belli has offices in San Fran- 
cisco, Tokyo, Rome and Frank- 
furt, Germany. One of his part- 
ners in the Frankfurt firm is 
another famed- American law-, 
yer, F. Lee Bailey. 

Belli has represented such 
i figures as Jerry Rubin (leader 
I of the Yippies), Raymond Burr; 
(television's Perry- . . Mason), 
Jack Ruby (accused slayer' of 
Lee Harvey Oswald) and other 
well-known personalities. ^ 

He said he views Rubin as 
"an'ebullicat young rebel" who 
acts on his own "with no direc- 
tion from any foreign power." 

Burr, according to Belli, nas 
absorbed a great deal, of legal 
knowledge through his role as 
attorney Perry Mason/ 
. Belli himself hopes to absorb 
; a little acting ability from $ome 
of bis clients. Bp says he will 
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play : a role in an upcoming 
movie about his life. - V "■ 
v In the movie, he' will play a 
dishonest insurance broker. 

The attorney was in -Mobile 
Monday for a speech at Spring 
Hill . College. His .appearance 
was sponsored by the Student 
Government Association,, the 
same group which will sponsor 
a debate between LSD advocate 
Timothy Leary and a medical 
doctor Nov, 1L ■— * T >: 
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